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PRIORITY 4:
Housing:
Designing, Funding and Delivering low carbon housing/ sustainable 
communities/energy infrastructure projects    

How can ERDF support your plans?



SHAP
The Sustainable Housing Action Partnership (SHAP) 
was established by Advantage West Midlands through 
Sustainability West Midlands in 2005 in order to 
promote good practice to the housing section in the 
West Midlands as part of a sustainable communities 
and low carbon economy plan.  

SHAP activities continue to be:
• bring together existing good housing practice
• commission new research 
• disseminate the findings  



SHAP VISION   
All dwellings will be:
• energy efficient
• resilient to extreme weather
• affordable and comfortable to live in
AND will:
• provide a structure for sustainable communities
• be attractive places to live 
• support jobs and skills within a low carbon 

economy.



SHAP research 2006/7

Planning for Sustainable Homes   

“Planners should work with housing developers 
and communities to establish baseline carbon 
emissions of new schemes, and to develop 
appropriate energy strategies”



SHAP research 2016/17

The SHAP domestic newbuild 
standard 

The business case for setting 
voluntary standards for  new 
housing that 
exceed current building regulations



SEMINAR OBJECTIVES

To determine the potential 
for the development of an 
ERDF new build healthy 
innovative home in healthy 
climate resilient spaces to 
submit to GBSLEP in the 
current calls



THE HOUSING STANDARDS REVIEW
Concluded in March 2015, changes came into force through planning and 
Building Regulations on October 1st 2015 including:

• the abolition of national funding standards in March 2014 (HCA Design and 
Quality Standards assessed through the Housing Quality Indicators (HQIs))

• the winding down of the Code for Sustainable Homes

• the consolidation of all ‘technical’ housing standards into the Building 
Regulations

• the introduction of an optional, cross tenure ‘Nationally Described Space 
Standard’



HOUSING STANDARDS REVIEW



Priority Axis 1:  Research and Innovation

Priority Axis 3:  Enhancing the Competitiveness of SMEs

Priority Axis 4: Supporting the Shift Towards a Low Carbon Economy in 

All Sectors; Guidance Advice

Priority Axis 6:  Preserving and Protecting the Environment and Promoting 

Resource Efficiency



Eligibility Criteria

Funding of last resort

Innovative

Match funded

Minimum project value

Contracted outputs

Detailed reporting including financial

Compliant procurement processes

Able to cash flow



➢ The LEP Areas – 30 
ERDF low carbon  
calls currently open

➢Usually project value in excess 
of £1m and ERDF grant up to 
50% of total costs

➢Capital and revenue – no hard 
distinction



The Greater Birmingham and Solihull 
Local Enterprise Partnership (GB&S LEP) 
has received a notional allocation of 
€255.8 million. 

“Strategy for Growth”  
UNDERPINS the GB&S LEP’s activity + informs 
the LEP’s ESIF Strategy. 
MISSION - create jobs - grow the economy –
thereby raising the quality of life for all of the 
LEP’s population. 
VISION - to re-establish Greater Birmingham’s 
role as the major driver of the UK economy 
outside London. 



Open calls in GBSLEP

1. Sustainable Urban Development Strategy: for projects in the 
More Developed Areas of the LEP 

ie it is aligned to maximise the economic impact of the High-Speed 
Rail line (HS2) arrival in the area.  The SUD ERDF will focus on the 
added value it can bring to the mainstream HS2 work through 
innovative actions under Priority Axes 4 and 6. 

Priority Axis 4: £7,700,000                        Priority Axis: 6 £3,900,000

Closing Date:  23:59 on Friday 30 March 2018 

Assessment points – Tuesday 31 October 2017 , Wednesday 31 January 2018 



Open calls in GBSLEP

Priority Axis 4: £2.8m

This equates to £1,000,000 for the more developed region
and £1,800,000 for the transition region. i.e. Tamworth, Lichfield, 
Cannock and East Staffordshire.

Closing Date:  17 November 2017



Priority Axis 4: Supporting the Shift Towards a 

Low Carbon Economy in All Sectors
Investment Priority 4a – promoting the production and distribution of energy derived 
from renewable sources. 

Investment Priority 4b – Promoting energy efficiency and renewable energy use in 
enterprises. 

Investment Priority 4c – Supporting energy efficiency, smart energy management and 
renewable energy use in public infrastructure, including in public buildings and in the 
housing sector.

Investment Priority 4e – promoting low carbon strategies for all types of territories, in 
particular for urban areas, including the promotion of sustainable multimodal urban 
mobility and mitigation- relevant adaptation measures… “whole place solutions.”

Investment Priority 4f – Promoting research and innovation in, and adoption of low 
carbon technologies. 



Open calls in GBSLEP
Within a whole building or place solution which incorporates an 
innovative technology ERDF may be used to contribute towards some 
standard retrofit activity such as loft, cavity wall insulation, double/ 
standard triple glazing boilers, and solid wall insulation etc. Solid wall 
insulation is an eligible activity, however it is expected that the use of 
solid wall will be applied through an innovative approach and/or as 
part of a whole place solution to support the installation of innovative 
low carbon solutions.
Projects that may be supported can target both social and non-
domestic properties for intervention. Consideration will be given to 
small scale intensive pilot interventions which can act as 
demonstrators and can engage with small and medium sized 
enterprises



NEW BUILD TARGETS

1 million new homes
250,000 year



• Third of four workshops - discussing a West Midlands new build 
performance standard 

• Looking at the potential for ERDF grant to support innovative 
approaches to the delivery of high quality new build housing 
development

• Striving for a replicable, scaleable approach to creating long term 
positive impact from investment in new housing being made 
now. 

• TODAY - placemaking and the creation of high quality external 
environments. 

• We will look at topics including:
– the HCA/Homes England accelerated delivery process
– the Black Country Garden City model of redevelopment of brownfield 

sites
– the incorporation of green and blue infrastructure
– Ecosystem services
– the role of placemaking in supporting healthy lifestyles



The HCA/Homes England 
accelerated delivery process

• Homes and Communities Agency appoints 
housebuilding expert Stephen Kinsella to spearhead 
Accelerated Construction

• £2bn programme

• HCA taking direct action to build homes on surplus 
public sector land 

• increase the pace of housebuilding 

• diversifying the market by supporting smaller 
builders and modern methods of construction.

• reconsideration of quality





Geological, industrial and 
cultural heritage



Black Country Garden City



Black Country Garden City

• The Black Country LEP, along with the four 
Black Country local authorities and the 
Homes & Communities Agency are working 
together to create a new 21st Century 
Garden City in the centre of England, which 
will connect into existing communities and 
infrastructure.



Black Country Garden City

Garden City vision:
utilise existing green, cultural and economic 
assets to develop attractive places where 
people want to live, transforming the reality 
and perception of the Black Country. 
Lever £6 billion of investment and deliver 
45,000 new homes over the next 10 years, by 
intelligently applying the garden city principles:
•Well connected communities by car, public 
transport, cycling and walking
•Green streets and easy access to green space
• Mixed use, mixed tenure and mixed density 
attractive neighbourhoods
•Chances for engaging the local community
•Space for enterprise and creative industries 
to flourish



the incorporation of green and 
blue infrastructure



Manchester green and blue 
infrastructure

The vision for green and blue spaces in Manchester is that:
• "By 2025 high quality, well maintained green and blue 

spaces will be an integral part of all neighbourhoods. 
• The city’s communities will be living healthy, fulfilled lives, 

enjoying parks and green spaces and safe green routes for 
walking, cycling and exercise throughout the city.

• Businesses will be investing in areas with a high 
environmental quality and attractive surroundings, and will 
have a healthy, talented workforce to draw on. 

• There will be new ways of funding 'green and blue 
infrastructure', making sure that we can sustain the 
progress made by 2025, providing the platform for 
investment in the years to follow."



Incorporating blue and green 
infrastructure

A Blue-Green City aims to recreate a naturally-oriented water cycle 
while contributing to the amenity of the city by bringing water 
water management and green infrastructure together.
http://www.bluegreencities.ac.uk/

http://www.bluegreencities.ac.uk/


http://blogs.nottingham.ac.uk/blue-greencities/2017/09/01/malmo/

Malmö: two decades at the cutting edge of innovative water management

Sustainable urban drainage systems (SUDS) are a common sight in central Malmö
The Issue
late 1990s, after years of socio-economic decline and flooding as a result of 
overwhelmed drainage, Malmö was seeking novel solutions. 
The changing climate, and an increasing number of autumn and winter storm events, 
presented the city with a series of runoff management problems.
Officials proposed that 70% of stormwater landing on impervious surfaces (roofs, roads, 
pavements, etc.) needed to be disconnected from the existing combined sewer, in order 
to eliminate sewer overflow and reduce peak flow rates.
City planners and water engineers faced many of the challenges found in the UK:
lack of awareness about sustainable urban drainage systems
doubts over their effectiveness and value
Other challenges arose during implementation:

finding space for drainage infrastructure
addressing the safety issues of siting these features in public spaces and/or near schools.



the incorporation of green and 
blue infrastructure

• Priority Axis 6 – Protecting the environment and 
promoting resource efficiency 

• 6d Protecting and restoring biodiversity and soil 
and promoting ecosystems services, including 
through Natura 2000 and green infrastructure.  

• 6f Promoting innovative technologies to improve 
environmental protection and resource efficiency 
in the waste sector, water sector and with regard 
to soil, or to reduce air pollution



Ecosystem services

• Nick Grayson

• Birmingham City Council

• Putting a value on common goods



Ecosystem services



A natural capital future for parks

Natural Capital can be defined as the world's stocks of natural assets which 
include geology, soil, air, water and all living things. It is from this Natural Capital
that humans derive a wide range of services, often called ecosystem services, 

which make human life possible. (Natural Capital Committee Third Report 2015)

4 PILLARS OF THE 25 YEAR 
NATURAL CAPITAL PLAN-V1

IUCN 2016
Article 63

$200-300bn
1%

NATIONAL & 
INTERNATIONAL SCALE

25 YEAR NATURAL CAPITAL PLAN

WMPF Annual Conference -The 24Hour Park October 2017



A natural capital future for parks

•Biodiversity * Local Climate * Recreation

•Education * Aesthetics & mobility * Flood risk

9WMPF Annual Conference -The 24Hour Park October 2017



2017Excess Years Life Lost at LSOA

A natural capital future for parks

Biodiversity

Education

Recreation

Local Climate

Flood Risk

Aesthetic & 

mobility

CITY SCALE

WMPF Annual Conference -The 24Hour Park October 2017
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LC- NERC NATIONAL TRAIL-
University Of Birmingham Lead

Net Positive for 
Natural Capital 
over a 25 year 
period, (273 ha)
Circa 6,000 
homes 

SITE SCALE

WMPF Annual Conference -The 24Hour Park October 2017

A natural capital future for parks



Birmingham: The UK’s First Biophilic City 

- Cities that achieve a deep affinity with nature

Milwaukee

San Francisco

Birmingham

Wellington

Vittoria- Gastiez

Milwaukee

Rio de Janeiro

Montreal

Oslo Perth

Birmingham
San Fransisco

WMPF Annual Conference -The 24Hour Park October 2017

http://biophiliccities.org/
http://wpdev.biophiliccities.org/what-are-biophilic-cities/singapore/
http://wpdev.biophiliccities.org/what-are-biophilic-cities/portland/


the role of placemaking in 
supporting healthy lifestyles



WORLD CAFÉ DISCUSSIONS

Can we design better homes within the 
current context?

How can ERDF help support innovation 
in delivering affordable healthy homes 
fit for the future?



World Café  Discussion 1

What is a healthy place?

• 2 top issues

• +

• Least important



World Café Discussion 2



World Café Discussion 3



LUNCH



Event Dates

• November 8 – SHAP with the Energy Systems Catapult - Fuel poverty, 
battery storage and electric vehicles and ERDF briefing

16 November - West Midlands ERDF WMHOG New Build Performance 
Standards – Adding value and managing costs plus an ERDF briefing on 
developing an innovative low carbon whole place project

• 27 November - Interim WMHOG research reports launch
• West Midlands Smart and Sustainable Procurement Model
• West Midlands New Build Performance Standard
• West Midlands Financial Model for Existing Housing Retrofit
• Followed by:
• Energiesprong update – showcasing the first UK projects and the business 

case for Energiesprong new build and retrofit projects
• Delivering the Bonfield review action plan including dealing with large 

panel systems and unpiped gas explosion risks 



ROSEMARY COYNE
22 September 2017

2017

SHAP GBLSEP ERDF ROADSHOW
PRIORITY 4:
Housing:
Designing, Funding and Delivering low carbon housing/ sustainable 
communities/energy infrastructure projects    

How can ERDF support your plans?



LINKS TO ERDF CALLS CURRENTLY OPEN IN 
GBSLEP

Sustainable Urban Development (Low Carbon and Environment): 
GBSLEP (OC12R17S 0589)

Low Carbon: call in Greater Birmingham and Solihull (OC12R17P 
0615) 

https://www.gov.uk/european-structural-investment-funds/sustainable-urban-development-low-carbon-and-environment-call-in-greater-birmingham-and-solihull-oc12r17s-0589
https://www.gov.uk/european-structural-investment-funds/low-carbon-call-in-greater-birmingham-and-solihull-oc12r17p-0615


THANK YOU

co-ordinator@shap.uk.com
07971 249858

mailto:co-ordinator@shap.uk.com

